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Abstract

The objectives of this study were 1) to study social and economic state of farmers who had
produced maize seeds under contract farming in Thong Saen Khan District of Uttaradit Province; 2) to
study their knowledge and understanding of maize seed production under contract farming; 3) to study
their attitude towards factors affecting their success in their maize seed production; 4) to study the
factors affecting their decision making on maize seed production under contract farming; and 5) to
study their problems and suggestions on the extension of their maize seed production under contract
farming.

The samples in this study were 85 farmers who participated in the maize seed production
under contract farming and 85 general farmers who had produced grain as usual in Thong Saen Khan
District of Uttaradit Province. The data collecting process was interviewing the studied farmers by
using structural interview form. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer
programs were frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) The social and economic state of the farmers
who participated in the maize seed production under contract farming and general farmers who had
produced maize seeds as usual in Thong Saen Khan District of Uttaradit Province was not different in
the aspect of age, gender, quantity of their labor, and their being a member of a social group.
Considering their economic state, it was found that the average area used for growing maize of the
farmers who participated in the maize seed production under contract farming was 6.82 Rai, while the
average area used for growing maize of general farmers was 14.55 Rai. The average income obtaining
from selling the maize production of the farmers who participated in the project was 89,816.47 Baht,
and their average liability was 29,090.91 Baht; while the average income obtaining from selling the
maize production of general farmers was 114,082.35 Baht, and their average liability was 63,647.06
Baht. The average production cost per Rai of the farmers who participated in the project was 4,250
Baht, while the average production cost per Rai of general farmers was 5,140 Baht. 2) the knowledge
and understanding of the maize seed production under contract farming of the farmers who participated
in the project and the knowledge and understanding of general farmers was not different. 3)
considering their attitude towards factors affecting their success in their maize seed production, it was
found that the opinions of the farmers who participated in the project on the area used for growing
maize and their production cost were at medium level, while the opinions of general farmers on many
items wear at high level. 4) considering the factors affecting their decision making on maize seed
production under contract farming, it was found that the farmers who participated in the project agreed
that the contract which guaranteed that their produce would be purchased and the selling price would
be certain was a factor which affected their decision making, while general farmers agreed that water
sources and the capital were factors which affected their decision making. And 5) considering their
problems with the extension of their maize seed production under contract farming, it was found that
the farmers who participated in the project mostly had problems at low level, while general farmers had
problems at high level. And it was found that the farmers who participated in the project and general
farmers had problems with the lack of water sources. And they suggested that the government should
have supported them in searching additional water sources for agriculture.

Keywords: Decision making on participating in the project, Maize seed production under contract
farming, Uttaradit Province
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